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THE INDUCTIVE STUDY AAPPROACH SPIRITUAL LIFE OF ISRAEL

INCLUDING SYNONYMS
TuroucrouT Your Bl |
REFERENCE TO THE RECIPIENTS IN ANOT

cw Color-coding key words with various color
combinations is very helpful, as using too
many symbols can clutter the text.

e In an epistle, color the author in one color,
e.2 blue and the recipientfs] another; e.g. orange.
vw As you mark, choase certain colors to rep-
resent various things. For example, blue
could be your color for Israel, then anything

Altar of Incense
(Golden Altar)

Ark of the
Covenant
(or Testimony)

ude had to speak up. He wasn't an apostle and he wasn't a pillar in the church, like
his brother James. Although he was the half-brother of the Lord Jesus Christ, Jude

did not claim any relationship to Jesus Christ other than that of being His bond-servant.
Initially Jude didn't believe in Jesus (John 7:5), but finally he understood who Jesus was—

the Son of God. Jude had grown up in the presence of the One who came to save His people

from their sins (Matthew 1:21). No wonder Jude had to write what he did!

THINGS TO DO (If you have not done so, read the section titied Observation on pages NISB-17 to NISB-24.)
1. Though only one chapter in length, Jude is a pertinent book. Read it to familiarize
yourself with the content.

2. Read through Jude again. This time mark every reference to the author in one color
and every reference to the recipients (including all synonyms and pronouns) in another

INSIGHTS AND MAPS THROUGHOUT

turtledove, and a L
— — — low ORD said to Joshua,
INSIGHT 10 Then he /brd ayed. Tae al e p

7 into your hand the

Mediterranean
(Great) Sea

13 God
Idescendants wi
2where bthey wi
ears.
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yearn for a deep and abiding rela- | the inductive approach. The inductive

tionship with Him? Do you want | approach means that you beign with the Word

to live the Christian life faithfully—and to | ¢ Goq itself. In fact, if you want to satisfy your

know what He requires of you? If so, The New hunger and thirst to know God and His Word
Inductive Study Bible is designed for you. .

in a deeper way, you must do more than

God reveals Himself through His Word. ;
Through it, He shows us how to live. Jesus merely read Scripture and study what some-

made it clear: “Man shall not live on bread | One else has said about it. Just as no one else
alone, but on every word that proceeds out of | can eat and digest your food for you, so no one
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). And where | else can feed on God’s Word for you. You
do we find this divine bread? In the Scriptures. | must interact with the text yourself, absorb-
As you study this Bible with the help of | ing its truths and letting God engrave His
the Holy Spirit, and live out the truths that | truth on your heart and mind and life.
St:g'l'rteyve:ltrsertl(;tlzoingogor‘fggegico‘{(irtl ne;’ﬁ That is the very heart of inductive study:
LI, ! ’ w seeing truth for yourself, discerning what it
. ot ’
be able to say with the prophet Jeremiah: means, and applying that truth to your life. In

“Your words were found and I ate them, and NS )
Your words became for me a joy and the His inspired Word, God has given us every-

delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). thing we need to know about life and godli-
Today, many people are convinced they | ness. But He doesn’t stop there. He gives
cannot know truth for themselves. A babble | every believer a resident teacher—the Holy

of voices surrounds us claiming to know and | Spirit—who guides us into His truth.
interpret God’s truth for us. Which voices The Bible is unlike any other book. It is
Z?e righg1 V\t/hichf are tV}sirong? It-lo‘f’v' tC?ln lwe supernatural. It is complete in itself. The Bible

iscern the true from the counterfeit unless
needs no other books or truths to supplement
. . . )

we spend time with God and His Word? it. In inductive study the Bible becomes its

Most Christians have been encouraged .
to study the Word of God, yet many have own commentary, and it can be understood

never been shown how. Others even feel | PY any believer.

inadequate to do so because they are not Anyone who will take the time can see
ministers or seminary students or scholars. | and understand what God has given us in His
Nothing could be further from the truth. Word and how it applies to us today.

q) 0 you long to know God? Do you The most effective way to this is through
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HOW TO USE THE

INDUCTIVE STUDY APPROACH

)

qf you know there is more to the Word of
God than you have discovered so far...

v [f you sense there must be concrete
answers to the complexities of life...

v [f you want a bedrock faith that keeps
you from being tossed around by con-
flicting philosophies in the world and
the church...

v If you want to be able to face the un-
certainties of the future without fear...

...then The New Inductive Study Bible is
designed for you.

God’s eternal, infallible Word is your
guidebook for all of life, and inductive study
gives you the key to understanding that guide.

Inductive study, a method that brings you
directly to the Word of God apart from anoth-
er’s understanding or interpretation of the
text, involves three skills: observation, inter-
pretation, and application.

OBSFRVATION Observation teaches you
to see precisely what the

d passage says. It is the basis
for accurate interpretation and correct appli-
cation. Observation answers the question:
What does the passage say?

ﬁ\TERPRED%T[ON Interpretation answers the
* question: What does the

ALSE passage mean?

ﬂPPLICAT[ON Application answers the
questlon What does it mean
IS0 LION “to me personally? What
truths can I put into practice? What changes

should I make in my life?

When you know what God says, what He
means, and how to put His truths into prac-
tice, you will be equipped for every circum-
stance of life. Ultimately, the goal of personal
Bible study is a transformed life and a deep
and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ.

The following ten steps provide the basis
for inductive study. As you take these steps,
observation, interpretation, and application
will sometimes happen simultaneously. God
can give you insight at any point in your study,
so be sensitive to His leading. When words or
passages make an impression on you, stop for a
moment and meditate on what God has shown
you. Record your personal notes and insights in
the margin so that you can remember what
you've learned.

One of the most valuable aspects of the
NISB is its wide-margin format, which has been
specifically designed to enable you to easily
keep a record of what God personally reveals to
you from His Word. Although some are hesi-
tant to mark in their Bibles, this interactive Bible
has been designed with marking in mind.
God wants you to know, understand, and
remember His Word, and one of the most
profitable ways to do this is to interact with
the text through marking and writing.

As you study the Bible chapter by chapter
and book by book, you will grow in your ability
to comprehend the whole counsel of God. In
the future, you will be able to refer to your
notes again and again as you study portions of
Scripture and grow in your knowledge of Him.

3
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JONAH

ust before God commissioned Amos and Hosea as prophets to the northern kingdom

to warn Israel of the impending invasion by the Assyrians, He appointed the prophet
Jonah to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. Yet fifty years later, in 722 B.c., Assyria would
take the last portion of the northern kingdom into captivity.

God knew what Assyria would do. Why, then, did He bother to send Jonah to the wicked
city of Nineveh? Because of who God is. The focus of Jonah is not a man trapped in the belly of
a great fish; the focus is people engraved on the heart of God.

THINGS TO DO (If you have not done so, read the section titled Observation on pages NISB-17 to NISB-24.)
1. Before you read through Jonah, look up 2 Kings 14:23-27, which mentions Jonah and
his ministry during the reign of Jeroboam II, son of Joash, king of Israel. At that time
Shalmaneser IV was king of Assyria.

2. In a distinctive way mark the key words listed on the JONAH AT A GLANCE chart on
page 8. Double-underline in green every geographical reference. Mark all references to
time with a clock @

3. What you learn about God in this book is awesome. As you mark the references to
Him, you might want to put a triangle in the margin of the text noting what God does.
4. Record the theme of each chapter on JONAH AT A GLANCE and in the text next to
the chapter number. Then fill in the rest of the chart.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT
1. What or who evokes compassion in your heart? Contrast Jonah’s heart with God’s heart.
How does your heart compare with God’s? Does it long for the same things? Why?
2. Is there something that you know God wants you to do that you haven’t done? What can
you learn from Jonah'’s life?
3. How did Jesus view the story of Jonah? Read Matthew 12:39-41; 16:4. Will you accept as
truth what Jesus accepted as fact—or did Jesus compare His resurrection to a mythological tale?

1:1 42 Kin 14:25;

Matt 12:39-41; 16:4;
Luke 11:29, 30, 32

Chapter 1 Theme

The word of the LORD came to 4Jonah the son of Amittai saying,
2“Arise, go to 2Nineveh the great city and °cry against it, for

23Gen 10:11;
2 Kin 19:36;
Is 37:37; Nah 1:1;

their ‘wickedness has come up before Me.”

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to #Tarshish from the presence of
the Lorp. So he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was
going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go
with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

4 The ?LorD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a
great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up.

5 Then the sailors became afraid and every man cried to “his
god, and they bthrew the /cargo which was in the ship into the
sea to lighten it Zfor them. But Jonah had gone below into the
hold of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep.

Zeph 2:13 bls 58:1
Gen 18:20; Hos 7:2

345231, 6, 10;
Jer 10:9 8Gen 4:16;
Ps 139:7,9, 10
Josh 19:46;

2 Chr 2:16; Ezra 3:7;
Acts 9:36, 43

4 'Lit be broken
Ps 107:23-28;
1356, 7

5 'Lit vessels
it from upon
them 21 Kin 18:26
bActs 27:18, 19, 38



6 %Ps 107:28
b2 Sam 12:22,
Amos 5:15; Jon 3:9

7 'Lit know
4Josh 7:14-18;

1 Sam 10:20, 21;
14:41, 42,

Acts 1:23-26
bNum 32:23;
Prov 16:33

83Josh 7:19;
1 Sam 14:43

bGen 47:3;
1 Sam 30:13

9 9Gen 14:13;

Ex 1:15; 2:13

b2 Kin 17:25, 28, 32,
33 °Ezra 1:2;

Neh 1:4; Ps 136:26;
Dan 2:18 “Neh 9:6;
Ps 95:5; 146:6

10 'Lit What is this
you have done
4Job 27:22; Jon 1:3

11 Lt from
upon us

12 'Lit from upon

you
2 Sam 24:17;
1Chr21:17

13 'Lit dug their
oars into the water

14 %Ps 107:28;
Jon 1:16

4Ps 115:3; 135:6;
Dan 4:34, 35

15 %Ps 657, 933, 4,
107:29

16 Ps 50:14;
66:13, 14

17 'Ch 2:1in Heb
aMatt 12:40; 16:4

2:1'Ch 2:2in Heb
4Job 13:15;
Ps 130:1, 2;
Lam 3:53-56

2 'Lit belly

@1 Sam 30:6;

Ps 18:4-6; 22:24;
120:1 bPs 18:5, 6;
86:13; 88:1-7

6 So the captain approached him and said, “How is it that
you are sleeping? Get up, 4call on your god. Perhaps your bgod

will be concerned about us so that we will not perish.”

7 Each man said to his mate, “Come, let us ?cast lots so we
may ‘learn on whose account this calamity has struck us.” So

they cast lots and the ®lot fell on Jonah.
8 Then they said to him, g

JONAH 1

“aTell us, now! On whose |
account has this calamity
struck us? What is your
boccupation? And where do
you come from? What is
your country? From what | _Tarshish

Mediterranean
Sea

9 He said to them, “I am 2 (e

a Hebrew, and I %fear the gﬁjj

LorD ¢God of heaven who f

dmade the sea and the dry \égg
| |

Gath-heph
people are you?” oA
ad Sea

Persian Gulf
(Lower Sea) |
|

land.”

10 Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to .
him, “’How could you do this?” For the men knew that he was Jonah’s
fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. Journey

11 So they said to him, “What should we do to you that the
sea may become calm ‘for us?”—for the sea was becoming

increasingly stormy.

12 He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea.
Then the sea will become calm ’for you, for I know that Zon
account of me this great storm has come upon you.”

13 However, the men ‘rowed desperately to return to land but
they could not, for the sea was becoming even stormier against

them.

14 Then they called on the 2LORD and said, “We earnestly
pray, O Lorp, do not let us perish on account of this man’s life
and do not put innocent blood on us; for ®You, O Lorp, have

done as You have pleased.”

15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the

sea 4stopped its raging.

16 Then the men feared the LORD greatly, and they offered a

sacrifice to the LorD and made Zvows.

17 !And the Lorp appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and
Jonah was in the 4stomach of the fish three days and three

nights.

Chapter 2 Theme

2 IThen Jonah prayed to the Lorp his God from the stomach

of the fish,
2 and he said,
“I 2called out of my distress to the LORD,
And He answered me.
I cried for help from the /depth of ®Sheol;
You heard my voice.



JONAH 2

3“For You had 4cast me into the deep,
Into the heart of the seas,
And the current engulfed me.
All Your %breakers and billows passed over me.
4“So I said, ‘I have been Zexpelled from /Your sight.
Nevertheless I will look again °toward Your holy temple.’
5“a\Water encompassed me to the /point of death.
The great deep Zengulfed me,
Weeds were wrapped around my head.
6“1 2descended to the roots of the mountains.
The earth with its ®bars was around me forever,
But You have “brought up my life from /the pit,
O Lorp my God.
7“While ’I was 2fainting away,
I bremembered the LORD,
And my prayer came to You,
Into 4Your holy temple.
8“Those who ?regard /vain idols
Forsake their faithfulness,
9 But I will 4sacrifice to You
With the voice of thanksgiving.
That which I have vowed I will ®pay.

3 /Lt surrounded
aPs 69:1, 2, 14, 15;
Lam 3:54 bPs 42:7

4 1Lt before

Your eyes

Ps 31:22; Jer 7:15
b1 Kin 8:38;

2Chr 6:38; Ps 5.7

5 'Lit soul
it surrounded
aam 3:54
bps 69:1, 2

6 '0r corruption
Ps 18:5; 116:3
bls 38:10;

Matt 16:18

¢Job 33:28;

Ps 16:10; 30:3;
Is 38:17

7 Lit my soul . ..
within me

Ps 142:3

bps 77:10, 11; 1435
€2 Chr 30:27,

Ps 18:6 9Ps 11:4;
65:4; Jon 2:4;

Mic 1:2; Hab 2:20

8 Lit empty vani-
ties 22 Kin 17:15;
Ps 31:6; Jer 10:8

9 Ps 50:14, 23,
Jer 33:11; Hos 14:2

6

CSalvation is from the LOrD.” £Job 2221,
10 Then the Lord commanded the ?fish, and it vomited Jonah | Ps38;1s45:17
up onto the dry land. 10 2Jon 1:17
|
THE RULERS AND PROPHETS OF JONAH’S TIME
Shalmaneser V
FRpiE)
K of gy e Lot
m 785 745 T
ey | oot Pekahioh
1 Zechariah || JrazT40
Kings of Israel L | Jeroboam Il | ™75 | Pekah il b
(Northern Kingdom) 8 T 753 | 62 732 722| Assyria In 722 .c.

Jonah and His
Contemporary Elisha

Prophets 796

mos k Hosea
(Northern Kingdom) ;

755 T4

lJtham
Kings of Judah Amaziah .., Uziah s 1 Ahaz
(Sour%em Kingdom) 90 or Azariah 750 735 715
Prophets | i Isaiah
to Judah LJDB | I
(Southern 809 | Micah
Kingdom) ) ; 701 681

850 840 830 820 810 800 790 780 770 760 750 740 730 720

710 700 690




3:2 %7eph 2:13
bjer 1:17; Ezek 2.7

3 Lit a great
city to God
aJon 1:2; 4:11

4 AMatt 12:41;
Luke 11:32

54Dan 9:3;
Joel 1:14

6 '0r dust
Esth 4:1-4;
Jer 6:26;
Ezek 27:30, 31

772 Chr 20:3;
Ezra 8:21; Jon 3:5

8 'Lit them Uit their
4Ps 130:1;

Jon 1:6, 14
bls 1:16-19; 55:6, 7;
Jer 18:11

942 Sam 12:22,
Joel 2:14

10 'Lit do

a1 Kin 21:27-29;
Jer 31:18

bEx 32:14; Jer 18:8;
Amos 7:3,6

412Jon 44,9,
Matt 20:15;
Luke 15:28

2 'Lit my word

2t | was before-
hand in fleeing
aJer 20:7

bJon 1:3 °Ex 34:6;
Num 14:18; Ps 86:5,
15; Joel 2:13

3 'Lit soul

a1 Kin 19:4;
Job 6:8,9
byob 7:15, 16;
Eccl 7:1

5 'Lit the city
a1 Kin 19:9, 13

6 'Probably a cas-
tor oil plant, and so
inw7,9and 10
it greatly

72Joel 1:12

Chapter 3 Theme

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time,
saying,

2“Arise, go to @Nineveh the great city and ®proclaim to it the
proclamation which I am going to tell you.”

3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word
of the Lorp. Now Nineveh was ‘an 2exceedingly great city, a
three days’ walk.

4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk; and
he 4cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be
overthrown.”

5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they
called a ?fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least
of them.

6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose
from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, 4covered himself
with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.

7 He issued a ?proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the
decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd,
or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water.

8“But both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth;
and let “men Zcall on God earnestly that each may °turn from
his wicked way and from the violence which is in Zhis hands.

9“aWho knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His
burning anger so that we will not perish.”
10 When God saw their deeds, that they ?turned from their
wicked way, then °God relented concerning the calamity
which He had declared He would /bring upon them. And He
did not do it.

Chapter 4 Theme

But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became Zangty.

2 He ?prayed to the LorD and said, “Please LorD, was not
this /what I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore
2in order to forestall this I ®fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You
are a ‘gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and
abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning
calamity.

3“Therefore now, O Lorb, please 2take my life from me, for
death is ®better to me than life.”

4 The LorD said, “Do you have good reason to be angry?”

5 Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of /it.
There he made a shelter for himself and 4sat under it in the
shade until he could see what would happen in the city.

6 So the Lorp God appointed a plant and it grew up over
Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his
discomfort. And Jonah was Zextremely happy about the ‘plant.

7 But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day
and it attacked the plant and it withered.

JONAH 3



JONAH 4

8 When the sun came up God appointed a scorching Zeast
wind, and the %sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he
became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ““Death
is better to me than life.”

9 Then God said to Jonah, “Do you have good reason to be
angry about the plant?” And he said, “I have good reason to be
angry, even to death.”

10 Then the Lorp said, “You had compassion on the plant for
which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow,
which came up overnight and perished Zovernight.

11“Should I not ?have compassion on Nineveh, the great city
in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not
bknow the difference between their right and left hand, as well
as many animals?”

JONAH AT A GLANCE

8 %Ezek 19:12;
Hos 13:15

bPs 121:6; Is 49:10
cJon 43

10 'Lit was a
son of a night
Jitasonofa
night

11 4Jon 3:10
bDeut 1:39; Is 7:16
cPs 36:6

Theme of Jonah:

Author:

Date:

Purpose:

Key Words:
Jonah

compassion
(compassionate)

relent(s)
turn (turned)

pray (any refer-
ence to prayer
or calling out
to God)

perish

Lord (God)
appointed
anger (angry)

calamity
(and synonyms)

SEGMENT DIVISIONS

CHAPTER THEMES




MALACHI 22877

@ecause they had not obeyed the word of the Lord, in 586 B.C. the children of Israel
were taken into captivity. The nation that was once the head became the tail,
just as God had spoken through His prophet Moses. And just as God had decreed through
Jeremiah the prophet, the children of Israel’s captivity lasted for 70 years.

In 538 B.c. Cyrus, the king of Persia, issued a decree allowing the children of Israel to
return to Jerusalem and rebuild their temple. It was just as God had said when Isaiah
prophesied 150 years earlier. In 516 B.C. Zerubbabel finished the temple, just as God promised.
In 445 B.C. the Persian King Artaxerxes permitted Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem and rebuild
its walls, just as Daniel had prophesied.

Over and over, the children of Israel saw that God stood by His word. Just as Solomon
wrote in Proverbs, the hearts of kings were in God’s hands and He could turn them wherever
He wanted. Why, then, did the remnant of Israel think that they could live and worship any way
they wanted once they returned from their 70 years of exile and settled again in Israel? Had
they grown tired of waiting for the fulfillment of the prophecies which promised that the
Messiah would reign as King over all the earth? Had God abandoned them as He had Esau’s
descendants? Did they think He would allow the heathen nations who had come against them
to go unpunished? Or were they entertaining thoughts that God really did not love them, that
He would not keep His covenant promises?

Whatever it was, once again the remnant became apathetic in their relationship with God.
So He spoke one more time through Malachi, whose name means “my messenger.” It was
sometime around 433 B.C. and then came a famine for hearing the Word of the Lord (Amos 8:11)

THINGS TO DO (If you have not done so, read the section titled Observation on pages NISB-17 to NISB-24.)

1. Since Malachi is a short book, read it without interruption so you can get a perspec-
tive of the book as a whole before you observe it chapter by chapter. As you read, catch
the atmosphere of this book. Remember, this was written to people who had been sent
into exile because of disobedience and then had returned to their land, just as God had
promised.

2. Now read through Malachi one chapter at a time, doing the following:

a. In a distinctive way or color mark the key words listed on the MALACHI AT A
GLANCE chart on page 15. Write these key words on an index card you can use as
a bookmark while you study Malachi.

b. As you mark every reference to you say or said, watch what the priests and/or the
people say and how God answers.

¢. You may want to note in the margin with whom God is upset, why He is upset, and
what He tells them to do or what He is going to do as a result.

d. Observe what will happen to those who fear His name and to those who do not.
e. Note God’s call to return to Him, how they are to return, and what will happen if
they do.
3. When you finish each chapter, decide what the main subject or theme of that chapter
is and record it on MALACHI AT A GLANCE and next to the chapter number in the text.

4. As you read the final chapter of Malachi, read Deuteronomy 28-30, which speaks of
the blessings or curses upon those who obey or disobey the law given by Moses.
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5. God was silent for 400 years after He spoke through His prophet Malachi. His silence
was broken when an angel appeared to Zacharias with the news that he and Elizabeth
would give birth to a son. Read Luke 1:5-17 and Matthew 11:2-15, and see how these
passages relate to God’s final promise in Malachi. Record the essence of that promise in
the margin of Malachi 4, and write next to it the cross-references in Luke and Matthew.

6. Create a four-column chart called THE DAY OF THE LORD and record on it what you

learn from Malachi about that day. Note the reference (book, chapter, and verse); how
the day is described; what happens in nature; and signs of the beginning or end.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

10

1. What do you learn from God’s word to the priests that you can apply to your own
life? Read through the list you compiled on “the priests” and remember that if you
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, you are part of a kingdom of priests unto God. What
kind of a priest are you? In principle, do you think God expects anything less of you as
a Christian? For instance, what do you offer the Lord of your time and talents, your tithe
and offering? Do you give others instructions according to the Word of the Lord or
according to the current philosophy of the world? What about your covenant relation-
ship with your mate?

2. Are you tired of serving God? Or do you fear Him? If so, what is God’s promise to you?
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bspread Zrefuse on your faces, the Zrefuse of your ‘feasts; and
you will be taken away 3with it.

4“Then you will know that I have sent this commandment to
you, ‘that My 2covenant may Zcontinue with Levi,” says the
LorD of hosts.

5“My covenant with him was one of life and ?peace, and 1
gave them to him as an object of ‘reverence; so he 2®revered
Me and stood in awe of My name.

6“/aTrue instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness
was not found on his lips; he walked ®with Me in peace and
uprightness, and he “turned many back from iniquity.

7“For the lips of a priest should preserve 2knowledge, and
'men should ®seek Zinstruction from his mouth; for he is the
“messenger of the LorD of hosts.

8“But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you
have caused many to 4stumble ‘by the instruction; you have
Zbcorrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the LORD of hosts.

9“So 4] also have made you despised and ®abased /before all the
people, just as you are not keeping My ways but are showing
Cpartiality in the Zinstruction.
10“Do we not all have %one father? ®Has not one God created
us? Why do we deal ‘treacherously each against his brother so
as to profane the 9covenant of our fathers?
11“Judah has dealt #treacherously, and an abomination has been
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has ®profaned
the sanctuary of the LorD which He loves and has married the
daughter of a foreign god.
12“As for the man who does this, may the 2LorD cut off from
the tents of Jacob everyone who awakes and answers, or who
bpresents an offering to the LorD of hosts.
13“This is /another thing you do: you cover the altar of the LoRD
with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He #no
longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your
hand.
14“Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the LORD has been
a witness between you and the ?wife of your youth, against
whom you have dealt ‘treacherously, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant.
15“/But not one has 2done so who has a remnant of the Spirit.
And 2what did that one do while he was seeking a ®godly
Soffspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal
‘treacherously against the wife of your youth.
16“For ‘I hate “adivorce,” says the Lorp, the God of Israel,
“and Shim who covers his garment with “wrong,” says the
Lorb of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal
treacherously.”
17 You have ?wearied the LorD with your words. Yet you say,
“How have we wearied Him?” In that you say, “°Everyone who
does evil is good in the sight of the LorD, and He “delights in
them,” or, “®Where is the God of €justice?”

3 20r vomit
3Lt to ®Nah 3:6
°Ex 29:14

40r to be My
covenant with
it be

2Num 3:11-13, 45;
18:21; Neh 13:29;
Mal 3:1

5 '0r fear

20r feared
Num 25:12
bNum 257, 8, 13

6 '0r Law of truth
2Ps 119:142,

151, 160

bDeut 33:8, 9;

Ps 37:37 ¢Jer 23:22

7 'Lit they 20r law
alev 10:11; Neh 87
bNum 27:21;

Deut 17:8-11;

Jer 18:18; Ezek 7:26
‘Hag 1:13

8 '0r in the law
20r violated
aJer 18:15
SNum 25:12, 13;
Neh 13:29;
Ezek 44:10

9 /Lit to 20r law
Nah 3:6 PFzek 7:26
Deut 1:17;

Mic 3:11

10 ?Is 63:16; 64:8;
Jer 31:9; 1 Cor 8:6;
Eph 4:6

bActs 17:24f

cJer 94,5

9Ex 19:4-6; 24:3, 7,8
11 70r in that

He has loved

and married

aJer 3:7-9

bEzra 9:1,2

12 '0r a grain
offering
9Ezek 24:21;
Hos 9:12
bMal 1:10, 13

13 'Lit second
20r grain offering
aJer 11:14; 14:12

14 45 54:6 bJer 9:2;
Mal 3:5

15 'Or Did He not
make one,
although He had
the remnant

20r why one?

He sought a godly
offspring

3Lit seed

aGen 2:24;

Matt 19:4, 5

bRuth 4:12;

1 Sam 2:20

°Ex 20:14; Lev 20:10

16 'Lit He hates
it sending away
3Lit he covers

“Or violence
Deut 24:1;

Matt 5:31; 19:6-8
bPs 73:6; Is 59:6

17 s 43:22, 24

bls 5:20; Zeph 1:12
cJob 9:24 9 Pet 3:4
€ls 5:19; Jer 17:15



3:1 '0r angel
ZOrsprepare

Or even

aMatt 11:10, 14;
Mark 1:2;

Luke 1:76; 7:27
bHag 1:13;
John 1:6, 7

°ls 40:3 s 63:9

2 'Lit laundrymen’s
s 33:14;

Ezek 22:14;

Rev 6:17

b7Zech 13:9;

Matt 3:10-12;

1 Cor 3:13-15

3 '0r grain
offerings

s 1:25; Dan 12:10
bps 4:5,51:19

4'0r grain offering
Ps 51:17-19
b2 Chr 7:1-3, 12

5 '0r fatherless
20r sojourner
30r revere
aDeut 18:10;
Jer27:9,10
bEzek 22:9-11
cJer5:2, 7:9;
Zech 5:4
Iev 19:13
Ex 22:22-24
Deut 27:19

6 '0r / am the Loro;
I do not

20r have not come
to an end

aNum 23:19;

James 1:17

7 4Jer 7:25, 26;
16:11, 12
b7Zech 1:3

8 '0r defraud
20r heave
offerings
aNeh 13:11, 12

9 '0r defrauding
“Mal 2:2

10 Lit prey

20r there is not
room enough

aLev 27:30;

Num 18:21-24;
Deut 12:6; 14:22-29;
Neh 13:12

bps 78:23-29

CEzek 34:26

ey 26:3-5

1 Lit ruin
aJoel 1:4; 2:25

12 %Is 61:9
bls 62:4

13 'Lit strong

14 @Jer 2:25;
18:12 bls 58:3

15 4ls 2:22;
Mal 4:1 bJer 7:10

16 '0r revere(d)
Ps 34:15;

Jer 31:18-20

bls 4:3; Dan 12:1

Chapter 3 Theme

3 “aBehold, I am going to send ®My 'messenger, and he will
2cclear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek,
will suddenly come to His temple; Sand the /?messenger of the
covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says
the LorD of hosts.

2“But who can 2endure the day of His coming? And who can
stand when He appears? For He is like a ®refiner’s fire and like
Ifyllers’ soap.

3“He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will
@purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so
that they may Ypresent to the Lorp offerings in righteousness.

4“Then the /offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 2pleasing
to the LORD as in the ®days of old and as in former years.

5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a
swift witness against the 2sorcerers and against the ®adulterers
and against those who “swear falsely, and against those who
oppress the %wage earner in his wages, the éwidow and the
Torphan, and those who turn aside the #alien and do not fear
Me,” says the LorD of hosts.

6“For ‘I, the Lorp, 2do not change; therefore you, O sons of
Jacob, Zare not consumed.

7 “From the 4days of your fathers you have turned aside from
My statutes and have not kept them. *Return to Me, and I will
return to you,” says the LORD of hosts. “But you say, ‘How shall
we return?’

8“Will a man “rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say,
‘How have we robbed You?’ In 2tithes and Zofferings.

9“You are 4cursed with a curse, for you are ‘robbing Me, the
whole nation of you!
10“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there
may be /food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the
Lorb of hosts, “if I will not “open for you the windows of heaven
and “pour out for you a blessing until 2%t overflows.
11“Then I will rebuke the ?devourer for you, so that it will not
Idestroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field
cast its grapes,” says the LORD of hosts.
12“2All the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a
bdelightful land,” says the LORD of hosts.
13“Your words have been ‘arrogant against Me,” says the
Lorp. “Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’
14“You have said, ‘It is 2vain to serve God; and what ®profit is
it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in
mourning before the LorD of hosts?

15 ‘So now we 4call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers
of wickedness built up but they also test God and %escape.””

16 Then those who /feared the LorD spoke to one another, and
the LORD 4gave attention and heard it, and a ®book of
remembrance was written before Him for those who /fear the
Lorp and who esteem His name.

MALACHI 3
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17“They will be 2Mine,” says the LorD of hosts, “on the day
that I /prepare My 2“own possession, and I will “spare them as
a man J9spares his own son who serves him.”

18 So you will again 2distinguish between the righteous and
the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does
not serve Him.

Chapter 4 Theme

4 “IFor behold, the day is coming, ?burning like a furnace;
and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be bchaff; and
the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LorD of
hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.”

2“But for you who /fear My name, the 2sun of righteousness
will rise with ®healing in its wings; and you will go forth and
Cskip about like calves from the stall.

3“You will 2tread down the wicked, for they will be ®ashes
under the soles of your feet “on the day ‘which I am preparing,”
says the Lorp of hosts.

4“!aRemember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes
and ordinances which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel.

5“Behold, I am going to send you ?Elijah the prophet before
the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.

6“He will arestore the hearts of the fathers to their children
and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not
come and ®smite the land with a Zcurse.”
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2 ‘PETER

fisherman by trade, Peter had been captured and transformed by the Great Shepherd.
[s it any wonder that even in Peter’s darkest hour, the welfare of God’s sheep was

uppermost in his mind?

Ever since the day he stood with Jesus by a fire, the morning air full of the aroma of

roasting fish, Peter had known the way he would die. But Peter would be faithful. His concern
about his death and the way he would die would not override his concern for the sheep Jesus
had commissioned him to feed and shepherd. And so, sometime around A.D. 63 or 64, Peter
writes “to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours.”

In A.D. 64, according to tradition, Peter was crucified upside down for the Lord he once

denied knowing. How Peter had grown in the grace and knowledge of his God!

THINGS TO DO (If you have not done so, read the section titled Observation on pages NISB-17 to NISB-24.)

1. Read 2 Peter, marking every reference to the author in a distinctive color, and every
reference to the recipients in another color. Then on the OBSERVATIONS CHART on
page 21 note everything you learn about each. Observe what the author says about
himself. When in his life is he writing? Who are the recipients? How are they described?
Why is he writing?

2. In a distinctive way, mark in the text the key words (and their synonyms and pro-
nouns) listed on the 2 PETER AT A GLANCE chart on page 22. Then list on a piece of
paper the truths you learn by marking these key words. Be thorough, because the lists
will help you see the flow of the book.

3. Read through 2 Peter again and look for specific instructions that Peter gives the
readers concerning their behavior and belief. Record these on the OBSERVATIONS
CHART under “Instructions.” Also look for and note any people or groups of people of
which Peter warns them to beware.

4. In this book, Peter states specifically why he is writing. Look for and underline any
verse in which Peter says, “/ am writing to you.” Also, undetrline any other verses that indi-
cate his purpose in writing. Record his purpose for writing on 2 PETER AT A GLANCE.
5. Summarize the message of each paragraph and record its theme on 2 PETER AT A
GLANCE. Then determine the chapter themes and the book theme and record these in
the appropriate places on the chart and in the text.

6. Mark every reference to God (and Lord, if it refers to the Father). Then list what you
learn about God from this short but much-needed epistle.

7. Create a four-column chart called THE DAY OF THE LORD and record on it what you
learn from 2 Peter about that day. Note the reference (book, chapter, and verse); how the
day is described; what happens in nature; and signs of the beginning or end.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

16

1. What would it take to live your life so that you may be found spotless and blameless
at Christ’s coming? Are you willing?

2. Is there a danger today that false teachers will arise among the brethren, as in Petet’s
day? What do you need to know to be able to detect them? What is your protection?

3. How can you keep from falling from your own steadfastness? Practically, what do you
need to do in order to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ?
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Chapter 1 Theme

’Simon Peter, a 2bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who have received €a faith of the same 2kind as ours,
3py 9the righteousness of ¢our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 3Grace and peace be multiplied to you in °the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord;

3 seeing that His ?divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true ®knowledge of
Him who called us by His own glory and Zexcellence.

4 TFor by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent ?promises, so that by them you may become
bpartakers of the divine nature, having ‘escaped the Zcorruption
that is in ¢the world by lust.

5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your
faith 2supply ®moral /excellence, and in your moral excellence,
‘knowledge,

6 and in your knowledge, ?self-control, and in your self-control,
bperseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,

7 and in your godliness, 2brotherly kindness, and in your
brotherly kindness, love.

8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render
you neither useless nor 2unfruitful in the true ®knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

9 For he who lacks these qualities is ?blind or short-sighted,
having forgotten his Ppurification from his former sins.

10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain
about His 4calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice
these things, you will never ‘stumble;

11 for in this way the entrance into %the eternal kingdom of our
®Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be “abundantly supplied to
you.

12 Therefore, ?I will always be ready to remind you of these
things, even though you already know them, and have been
established in bthe truth which is present with you.

13 1 consider it 2right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling,
to Cstir you up by way of reminder,

14 knowing that ?the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my 2departure
you will be able to call these things to mind.

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised ?tales when we made
known to you the ®power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were ‘eyewitnesses of His majesty.

17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father,
such an 2utterance as this was “made to Him by the ®Majestic
Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”—
18 and we ourselves heard this /utterance made from heaven
when we were with Him on the ¢holy mountain.

19 So we have ?the prophetic word made more %sure, to which
you do well to pay attention as to “a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the %day dawns and the emorning star arises /in your hearts.

2 PETER 1

17



2 PETER 2

18

20 But 2know this first of all, that ®no prophecy of Scripture is
a matter of one’s own interpretation,

21 for 2no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will,
but men ®moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Chapter 2 Theme

But #false prophets also arose among the people, just as there

will also be Yfalse teachers “among you, who will %secretly
introduce €destructive heresies, even /denying the 8Master who
"hought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

2 Many will follow their #sensuality, and because of them bthe
way of the truth will be “maligned;

3 and in their greed they will %exploit you with ‘false words;
dtheir judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction
is not asleep.

4 For %f God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast
them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved
for judgment;

5 and did not spare 2the ancient world, but preserved ®Noah, a
Tpreacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought
a “flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6 and if He 2condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them
an bexample to those who would live ungodly /ives thereafter;

7 and if He ?rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual
conduct of “unprincipled men

8 (for by what he saw and heard that ?righteous man, while
living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after
day by their lawless deeds),

9 4then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
Ttemptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for
the bday of judgment,

10 and especially those who ‘2indulge the flesh in its corrupt
desires and ®despise authority.

Daring, ‘self-willed, they do not tremble when they brevile
angelic 2majesties,
11 2whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not
bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.
12 But 3these, like unreasoning animals, ®born as creatures of
instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no
knowledge, will in /the destruction of those creatures also be
destroyed,
13 suffering wrong as ?the wages of doing wrong. They count it
a pleasure to ®revel in the “daytime. They are stains and blemishes,
breveling in their /deceptions, as they %carouse with you,
14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin,
Zenticing Punstable souls, having a heart trained in ‘greed,
daccursed children;
15 forsaking ?the right way, they have gone astray, having
followed °the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved ‘the
wages of unrighteousness;
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bRom 12:6
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ude
e1 Cor 11;19;
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9Rev 6:10
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2 3Gen 19:5ff;
2Pet27,18;

Jude 4 Acts 16:17,
22:4, 24:14

‘Rom 2:24

341 Tim 6:5;

2 Pet 2:14; Jude 16
b3 Cor 2:17;

1 Thess 2:5

“Rom 16:18;
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22 'Lit The thing of
the true proverb
has happened to
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fully ignorant of
this fact, that
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16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a
mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the
madness of the prophet.

17 These are ?springs without water and mists driven by a storm,
bfor whom the ‘black darkness has been reserved.

18 For speaking out ?arrogant words of ®vanity they “entice by
fleshly desires, by %sensuality, those who barely €escape from
the ones who live in etror,

19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves
of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is
enslaved.

20 For if, after they have %escaped the defilements of the world
by °the knowledge of the “Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again %entangled in them and are overcome, €the last state has
become worse for them than the first.

21 2For it would be better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from
bthe holy commandment “handed on to them.

22 11t has happened to them according to the true proverb,
“4A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A sow, after washing,
returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Chapter 3 Theme

This is now, ?beloved, the second letter [ am writing to you
in which I am Ostirring up your sincere mind by way of
reminder,

2 that you should “remember the words spoken beforehand
by %the holy prophets and ‘the commandment of the Lord and
Savior spoken by your apostles.

3 2Know this first of all, that %in the last days “mockers will
come with their mocking, %ollowing after their own lusts,

4 and saying, “?Where is the promise of His °coming? For ever
since the fathers “fell asleep, all continues just as it was %from
the beginning of creation.”

5 For 'when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by
the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth
was formed out of water and by water,

6 through which 2the world at that time was °destroyed,
being flooded with water.

7 But by His word “the present heavens and earth are being
reserved for fire, kept for cthe day of judgment and destruction
of ungodly men.

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, 2beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and %a
thousand years like one day.

9 2The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but %s patient toward you, not wishing for any to
perish but for all to come to repentance.

10 But 2the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which
‘the heavens ?will pass away with a roar and the ¢elements will
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be destroyed with intense heat, and /the earth and ’its works
will be 2burned up.

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what
sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
12 2looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which °the heavens will be destroyed by burning,
and the “elements will melt with intense heat!

13 But according to His Zpromise we are looking for ®new
heavens and a new earth, ¢in which righteousness dwells.

14 2Therefore, %beloved, since you look for these things, be
diligent to be “found by Him in peace, %spotless and blameless,
15 and regard the “patience of our Lord as salvation; just as
also bour beloved brother Paul, caccording to the wisdom given
him, wrote to you,

16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of 2these things, %in
which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught
and Cunstable distort, as they do also %the rest of the Scriptures,
to their own destruction.

17 You therefore, 2beloved, knowing this beforehand, ®be on
your guard so that you are not carried away by ‘the error of
dynprincipled men and ®fall from your own steadfastness,

18 but grow in the grace and ?knowledge of our ®Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. “To Him be the glory, both now and to the
day of eternity. Amen.
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JOHN

od in the flesh! What would He be like? What would He do? How would He live in
relationship to the Father once He came to earth? And how would people know
He was God? Would He force people to believe in Him? What about those who refused to
believe He was God? And what of those who believed, who followed Him? What would God

in the flesh expect from them?
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Chapter 1 Theme

2]n the beginning was °the Word, and the Word was “with
God, and %the Word was God.

2 THe was in the beginning with God.

3 2All things came into being through Him, and apart from
Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

4 2In Him was life, and the life was °the Light of men.

5 4The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
Tcomprehend it.

6 There /came a man sent from God, whose name was ZJohn.

7 'He came %?as a witness, to testify about the Light, ®so that
all might believe through him.

8 2He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.

9 There was ?the true Light /which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man.
10 He was in the world, and ?the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him.
11 He came to His ‘own, and those who were His own did
not receive Him.
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become 4children of God, even %to those who believe in His name,
13 2who were ‘born, not of 2blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And ?the Word “became flesh, and /“dwelt among us, and
dwe saw His glory, glory as of Zthe only begotten from the
Father, full of ¢grace and /truth.
15 John *2testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was
He of whom I said, ‘“He who comes after me ‘has a higher
rank than I, “for He existed before me.””
16 For of His ?fullness /we have all received, and 2grace upon
grace.
17 For the Law was given through Moses; ®grace and ‘truth
I'were realized through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has seen God at any time; %the only begotten God
who is €in the bosom of the Father, 9He has explained Him.
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